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SUBJECT: EXPLOITS DIVISION IN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. ROKG HAS MADE AVAILABLE TO CONSERVATIVE CATHOLIC 
PRIESTS A DOCUMENT SEIZED AT A SEMINAR ORGANIZED BY MISSIONARIES. 
CONSERVATIVES (AND SOME MODERATES AS WELL) FOUND THE DOCUMENT 
INSULTING TO THE KOREAN PEOPLE AND HAVE BEGUN A CAMPAIGN 

OF RECRIMINATION AGINST FOREIGN MISSIONARIES WHO HAV E BEEN 
CRITICAL OF KOREA. END SUMMAR. 

2. RECENTLY, MARYKNOLL SPONSORED A SEMINAR AT JESUIT-RUN 
SOGANG UNIVERSITY. A MARYKNOLLER WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE 
SEMINAR CHOSE AN ARTICLE FROM "IMPACT" MAGAZINE AS ONE OF 
MANY PAPERS TO BE CONSIDERED IN DISCUSSIONS. ARTICLE 
IMPLIED KOREAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DUE IN GREAT PART TO 
PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION. ARTICLE WAS REPRODUCED IN 35 
COPIES BY A MARYKNOLL BORHTER UPON DIRECTION OF PARTICIPANT 
WHO CHOSE MATERIAL. ALL COPIES AND ORIGINAL WERE SEIZED BY 
ROKG AUTHORITIES AT SOGANG BEFORE THEY WERE DISTRIBUTED. 

3. ROKG EVIDENTLY REALIZED THAT ARTICLE WOULD BE JUDGED 
INSULTING BY MANY KOREANS AND MADE IT AVAILABLE TO SOME 
CONSERVATIVE KOREAN PRIESTS. ARTICLE PRODUCED EXPECTED 
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REACTION, AND "SENIOR PRIESTS GROUP" WAS SET UP TO DEMAND 
EXPLANATION OF INCIDENT BY JESUITS AND MARYKNOLL. JESUITS 
APPARENTLY WERE SUCCESSFUL IN CALMING SENIOR PRIESTS BY 
ACKNOWLEDGING SCURRILOUS CHARACTER OF ARTICLE AND DENYING 
ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS APPEARANCE AT SOGANG. MARYKNOLL 
APPARENTLY WAS UNABLE TO USE THAT TACTIC WITH SENIOR PRIESTS 
PARTLY BECAUSE SOME SENIOR PRIESTS EXPECTED MARYKNOLL 
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SUPERIOR TO DISSOLCIATE ORDER FROM ANY CIRITCIAL REMARKS EVER 
MADE BY MARYKNOLLERS ABOUT KOREA, INCLUDING THOSE OF FR. 
JAMES SINNOTT. 

4. MARYKNOLL DOES NOT FEEL RESPONSIBLE AS A SOCIETY FOR 
ATTEMPTED USE OF ARTICLE AT SEMINAR SINCE USE WAS NEVER 
CLEARED WITH SUPERIOR OR OTHERS IN AUTHORITY. MARYKNOLL 
DOES NOT SUBSCRIBE TO CHARGES MADE IN ARTICLE - INDEED,. 

(943- 7034894, FR. CORCORAN, WHO SAW MATERIAL ONLY AFTER 
INCIDENT, REMARKED THAT ARTICLE HAD LITTLE MERIT. ESSENCE 
OF PROBLEM IS THAT MARYKNOLL NOT IN POSITION TO CONDEMN 
REMARKS CRITICAL OFROKG BY INDIVIDUALS OR TO TAKE PUBLIC 
POSITION THAT ALL ANTI-ROK CRITICISM UNJUSTIFIED. 

5. FR. CORCORAN TOLD EMBOFF HE BELIEVES PRESSURE ON MARYKNOLL 
DUE TO LOOMING ANTI-MAERICAN ATMOSPHERE IN WAKE OF TROOP 
WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT AND BY ROKG DESIRE TO USE FRIENDLY 
WING OF CATHOLIC CHRUCH TO FLAY MORE LIBERAL CHURCH ELEMENTS. 
FR. CORCORAN'S STRATEGY IS TO REFRAIN FROM PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
OF ANY KIND AND HAVE MARYKNOLL TAKE LOW PROFILE UNTIL HEAT 
BLOWS OVER. 

6. COMMENT: UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, MARYKNOLL'S LOW PROFILE 
STRATEGY IS PROBABLY BEST COURSE OPEN. THE ROKG HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN ALERT TO OPPORTUNITIES TO PLACE PROGRESSIVE CHURCHMEN 
ON THE DEFENSIVE. THE "IMPACT" ARTICLE WAS IDEALLY SUITED TO 
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EXPLOITATION ALONG THESE LINES AND THE TIMING OF THE ROKG S 
RELEASE OF THE ARTICLE TO THE "SENIOR PRIESTS" WAS PROBABLY 
RELATED TO THE DATE OF SEIZURE RATHER THAN ANY SPECIAL 
CAMPAIGN PLANNED BY THE ROKG. WE HAVE NO INDICATIONS THAT 
THE ROKG PLANS PUNITIVE ACTION AGAINST INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED 
IN THE INCIDENT. 

SNEIDER 
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